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The Carrabelle Lighthouse Association Officers
would like to take this opportunity to thank
members and friends who made the 2011 year
such a success.

Coastal Blessing from the Top
By Laurel Newman

On Sunday, May 29, the Carrabelle Lighthouse
Association hosted the second annual Coastal Blessing
at the Crooked River Lighthouse. Four local church
leaders attended and offered their prayers for a safe
and uneventful hurricane season for our Gulf Coast.

A new participant, Pastor Ron Combs from the
Carrabelle Church of God, began the ceremony. “l am
honored to be here,” he began from the top of

the tower,” to see this awesome view; it feels so close
to Lord up here.” He continued to beseech protection
from the author of ‘the winds and rain, who churns the
depths,’ to hold back and calm the storms.

Pastor Ron Barks of the Assembly of God Church in
Carrabelle gave thanks for the protection of heaven,
acknowledged the power of God over nature, and
offered rejoicing in God’s steadfast love and mercy.
Mother Terry Monica of the Episcopal Church of the
Ascension also asked for blessings and safekeeping, and
beseeched the mighty Holy Spirit to keep our Gulf
waters calm and safe. Father Eddie Jones of Sacred
Heart Church in Lanark Village gave thanks for the day’s
beautiful weather, and asked for blessings on the area
for its rest, recreation, and the livelihoods they
supported. Randy Harrison read the Native American
Prayer to conclude the ceremony. The prayers offered
that day for a calm season of weather seemed to have
been answered, as the Gulf Coast suffered no serious
weather risk during the hurricane season.
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Visit our Website: crookedriverlighthouse.org
Email: lighthouse2 @fairpoint.net
Come visit Crooked River Lighthouse on facebook

Lantern Fest

The Lantern Fest once again attracted 400 lighthouse
fanciers, who enjoyed entertainment, vendors and
educational presentations. The multitude of colored
lanterns turned the park into an enchanted forest.
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Visitors enjoyed a play and light dancers at the pirate ship

Events and New Additions in 2011

It was a busy year at the Crooked River Lighthouse!

On March 7, the Delta Kappa Chapter educational
society booked our conference room for their monthly
meeting.

On March 12, the Carrabelle Lighthouse Association
participated in the Camp Gordon Johnston Parade, with
our “dancing lighthouse” accompanied by the “Parade
of the Species,” always popular among parade
watchers.

On April 23, Florida Lighthouse Day saw a record
number of visitors and climbers.



Geiger Group writers

On May 12, the Geiger Group of travel writers came to
visit, and expressed a lot of interest in our lighthouse
history and museum.

Franklin School 6" graders

On May 17, we were the destination for the entire 6th
grade from Franklin County School. They came in two
groups and were treated to a history tour and
lighthouse climbing, as well as a “scavenger hunt” on
the grounds which generated a lot of competition
among the young explorers. The children also enjoyed
some free time on the pirate ship “Carrabella.”

On May 29, four area pastors climbed to the top of the
tower to offer the annual Coastal Blessing.

Sunday, July 3 was our annual “free climb” day, and
many of our local neighbors came to climb “their”
lighthouse.

Friday October 28 and Saturday, October 29 were taken

up by our second annual lantern fest, and a shining
success it was!

IT WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR!
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Beginning March 9 we will have a monthly Full Moon
climb featuring refreshments by Sally Crown for $10 per
person. The climb will be followed by a free nautical
themed film in the park. Come and bring your picnic
blanket or beach chair. The next two full moons will be
on April 6 and May 2.

On April 21 and 22, Florida Lighthouse Days will be
celebrated with another Lighthouse Challenge. The
name has been changed from Forgotten Coast
Lighthouse Challenge to the Panhandle Lighthouse
Challenge since the Pensacola Lighthouse will be joining
the program this year. The 5 lighthouses involved will
be the Pensacola Lighthouse, Cape San Blas, Cape St.
George, Crooked River and St. Marks. Be sure to visit
the website for information updates as they become
available.

Check our web page for upcoming details on our plans
for the 4™ of July and Lantern Fest in October.

New additions:

Two new amenities for our park and museum visitors
were installed this year: A bench swing under the live
oak tree in front of the pirate ship, and a two-bicycle
rack in the parking area.

Arlene on the new swing



The library box with books

In the Keeper’s House Museum, the library box we
obtained last year is now stocked with a selection of

historic books that were circulated by the US Lighthouse

Service in the late 1800s. These are not reproductions,
but original volumes, published from 1870-1896.
During this period, many Americans were fascinated by
travelogues, personal recollections of travel experience
in far-away, exotic destinations. Thus, we have “My
Apingi Kingdom”, illustrated, as many books of this
period are, with steel engravings. This theme continues
with the “Stories of the Nations: British India”, yet one
more nod to the then-mighty British Empire.

In the Keeper’s House Gift Shop, we have many new
and pre-owned books to choose from, covering
everything from lighthouse lore to the histories of
lighthouse-keeping families.

We are in the process of installing an exciting new

element in our history room display. It will be a “Talking

Picture” featuring a video of a lighthouse keeper
describing life and work.

The Florida Lighthouse Association awarded CLA grant
funds in the amount of $16,100 to help relocate and

restore the historic wash house that was once part of
the Crooked River Light station. The city of Carrabelle

paid for the cement slab located near the keeper’s
house museum where the structure will be placed.
Funds for the FLA grant came from the Visit Our Lights
license plate fund. A second check for $2,000from the
FLA general fund was awarded for interpretive signage
at the wash house one the restoration work is
completed.

Welcome New Members

Melissa Chastain, Jimmy & Kathy Denig, Robert
Duha, Johnny & Jean Franklin, Brian G. Graf,
Guided Tours in Florida’s Capital & the Forgotten
Coast, Richard Kiorsteiner, Alfred King Ill, Jamie &
Allen Millender, Sharon Rider, Harry & Ida Snyder,
Lee & Shannon Venable, Gail Warren, Bill Wright
and Leon & Frances Wiesener.

We need your continued support

Included with this newsletter are forms for
membership renewal and volunteering. We really
need your help. If you can spend a day or two per
month to help out in the museum and gift shop, we
will offer you a 10% discount on gift shop items and
you will always be up-to-date on the latest
lighthouse news. The museum and gift shop are
open Thursday through Sunday from noon to 5 pm.

We are up to 70 inscribed bricks for our installation
at the lighthouse entrance. You can use the
enclosed form to order a brick inscribed for you, as
a gift for someone else or to commemorate a
special event in your life.
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This newsletter is produced with financial support from
the Franklin County Tourist Development Council for
which we are very thankful.



